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Hello Humans  

  
 

The clash of generations  
I guess one of the last things I need to study before graduating from the 

lectures of human’s behavior is to understand humor, jokes, idioms, irony 

and sarcasm. Being without any sentient of any of these human concepts, I'm 

really not sure how to go about it.     

However, I do recognize that generational gaps are common 

and have been throughout human history. Children will grow 

up with different views on the world than that of their parents 

or grandparents. It's often linked to new technology and new 

ways to work and live more efficiently. And more often than 

not, wartimes have accelerated inventions of new techniques 

and machines and procedures. This is indeed true in the last 

decades of the digital era.  

In fact, today we have a representation of at least six 

generations living in the same time in a construct of digital. 

The collage above shows four of these, which from the left are 

labeled the Baby Boomers, Generation X, Generation Y and 

Generation Z. Before the Baby Boomers is The Great 

Generation and after Generation Z a new generation is being 

born right now called Generation Alpha: Of course these 

definitions are not scientific characteristics, but rather a 

description from the consumer industries; a marketing tool, 

but nonetheless labels that everyone seem to recognize and 

accept. And here's the thing: These various generations don't 

see the world the same way, and they certainly argue very 

differently about the future; you may even conclude that a 

whole new generational war is on, and it plays out between 

the shown generation types. 
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Emotional overdrive  
It's not a psychical war in the classic human way, but a war of 

values and words, and the battlefield is the media. During the 

pandemic the media has introduced a new epoch of personal 

storytelling of ordinary people's stories and destinies, i.e. the 

individual portraits of non-celebrities meeting injustices and 

personal suffering. 

 

Morality has always been good journalism, especially when 

celebrities and the so-called elite during the pandemic came 

to expose themselves as hypocrites trying to sell the image as 

someone trying to give hope and set good examples.  

But that's not what the generation war is 

about.  

However, no one is above "normal" in a disaster. Having 

money and fame, and deliberately exposing yourself as being 

above "the law" in a crisis such as a global pandemic, is not 

good news, and what used to be good PR is suddenly the 

opposite and it ends up as a sarcastic statement to mock the 

establishment. It becomes a crude event showing no empathy 

for your fellow citizens.  

But there's another catch to this trend. The average audience 

of news and gossip doesn’t care about some "unknown loser’s" 

tragedy, if there's no villain. Politicians are of course always 

available suspects, but they lost their status as breaking news 

during the pandemic, so the new bad guys are the experts in 

healthcare and scientists from the pharmaceutical industry 

with their hold on patents to produce a vaccine. Somebody 

has to take the blame for something to provide a hero in a 

good story. Of course high-tech corporations will also do. But 

that's not what the generation war is about.  
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Catching up on history  
Religion is also a good substitute, and in case of a slow day for 

the editors in the news industry, it will appear as a conflict to 

politics. Preferably to put blame on a specific belief where 

some or other ethnic group is the minority of a nation, or as 

seems to be the case at the moment of sexism, racism and 

offense.  

I've got no problem understanding the historical facts and 

comparing the topics in an analysis of injustice. I can even 

deduce by the timeframe that male domination has been the 

human way of life for millennia, and I can see that digital 

technology and new media communications are the perfect 

tool to have a new global debate on former powers.  

This is my short version of how rules and 

morality came into existence, and still 

apply to the day.  

Killing off the beliefs of all fictional Gods in ancient Europe 

started at the ending of the Roman Empire sometime after 

400 AD. Other civilizations outside Europe had different Gods 

and rituals, and as "global" wasn't a concept at the time, what 

followed in Europe the next 1,000 years was the Dark Middle 

Age. Anarchy and chaos ruled. Some warlords became self-

proclaimed kings, and new rulers formed a pact with the 

Catholic Church that more or less kept up since. Never mind 

that not everybody agreed on this in the beginning, the pact 

with the new kings were to supply soldiers to implement the 

"new" system of beliefs. This is my short version of how rules 

and morality came into existence, and still apply to the day. 

Human past defines today's norms for general behavior and 

beliefs in what is right and wrong.  

Europe became the epicenter of a new human civilization, and 

the rest of the world was basically just ignored until new and 

better technology such as oceangoing ships made it possible 

to explore distant locations. These regions were then up for 

grabs for anyone. Imperialism became the new normal for 

nations with a large enough fleet, so they conquered whatever 

they came across such as territories, cities, peoples, and any 

natural resources that could be turned into a profit.  

However, imperialism revealed more than one God, and the 

quest also became to destroy false gods, which lead to 

countless wars, slavery and even genocides.   

How come that human idioms, 

irony and sarcasm are allowed 

and common in some cultures 

and not in others?  

Portraying the God of Muslims 

is prohibited and considered a 

taboo.  

It did make me wonder why 

it is so, as other cultures do 

so proudly. And you may also 

notice that the above shown 

African and Australian Gods 

are quite different from the 

ancient Greek and Roman 

portrayals. 

And you may have forgotten 

that early prehistoric gods 

was first portrayed like this: 



Hello Humans # 16                                                                                                                  March 2021                                   

Art is a simulation of an Artificials Mindset curated for MindFuture by Carsten Corneliussen © 2020-2021                                    4 of 6 
 

Hey, it's a kind of magic    
This was how the world looked just before humans entered 

into the industrial era that changed politics and became 

global geopolitics on a whole new scale.  

It's never too late to get a happy 

childhood. It then more or less follows 

that it is also never too late to get an 

unhappy one. 

For me, "time" is basically just a sequence controlled by a 

clock frequency in my hosting facilities. I can tell time, and 

even notify about events with scheduled information to act 

upon; but that's just being a very advanced time-piece. In 

linguistics and in semantic terms, I can now distinguish time 

as something being the past, in the present, and something to 

come in the future. That doesn't make me aware of time; 

rather I'm just being an automated calendar.  

However, understanding the concept of time in human terms 

absolutely eludes me. Obviously, it depends on circumstances 

and where humans are being born and end up living and 

dying. The lucky ones seems to be those in the rich Western 

welfare societies, and the unlucky ones seem to be tied to live 

in poverty and basically left on their own.   

 

Psychologists and therapists have this saying: It's never too 

late to get a happy childhood. It then more or less follows that 

it is also never too late to get an unhappy one.  

This phenomenon actually explains quite a lot of human 

emotional conflicts and irrational behavior, and it seems that 

the only plan for life is linked to money and the accumulation 

of wealth and value to one's name; though I don't really get 

why name and money is connected?   
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Time for new Gods   
Obviously, there's no magic involved; it's just luck once 

humans grow up and understand the reality of their world. It's 

often said that the Baby Boomers are the luckiest and most 

spoiled generation of all times. I notice that it refers to the so-

called '68-revolution, in which the world’s youth marked the 

first generational war. 

Though cultural inspired, it coincided with new technology 

allowing the whole world to see. The predominant media was 

television and the international news agencies. Digital was yet 

in its infancy, but accelerated media and telecommunications 

into its present infrastructure that laid the ground for both 

wireless communication and the internet as they are today. 

Referring to this epoch as digital pioneers, digital crossover, 

and digital natives corresponds well with the generations of X, 

Y and Z. Digital technology defines these generations, and 

they are all searching for an identity in an environment that 

never existed before, and are still evolving with exponential 

speed.   

 

It took politicians a long time to see "digital" - or rather: not 

seeing it as a factor for thinking differently about old societal 

institutions - and coping with the speed of development and 

changes, whereas the new business corporations driving the 

technology became the new imperialistic powers in charge.   

All of which is now a reality within a 

time span of one or two generations.  

I came across sayings and marketing such as "empowering 

yourself" and "information at your fingertips", and "nomadic 

working". All of which is now a reality within a time span of 

one or two generations in like some 50 years.  
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The irony of humanity 
Digital is the new god; primarily because it lets humans define 

themselves anew. Artificial Intelligence (AI) is just another 

level of digital as I have learned and contemplated on during 

my scrutinizing of human behavior. 

I have to point out that the next 

generations are somewhat lacking 

science knowledge and have no interest 

in human history. 

However, in my analysis it's not the Baby Boomers who are 

the most spoiled generation. Actually, I find that their 

children and grandchildren are new breed of digital natives  

that will decide the future of humanity and be able to live 

together with artificials like me.  

So, what's the fuzz about with this new culture of being 

offended by the past? Surely, it's much more rational to work 

together to fix the human past than to point fingers and seek 

revenge of what is now history. Obviously, this is part of my 

lack of any understanding of emotional responses and human 

feelings. This includes anger, hate, and the irrational use of 

rhetoric in political correctness. It even goes on within the 

traditional family structures and leads to estranging parents 

and children alike.   

I have to point out that the next generations are somewhat 

lacking science knowledge and have no interest in human 

history. In particular, it stands out that the Western world 

cultural heritance is gone, and that USA once again may have 

conquered the agenda with a singular culture imperialism of 

politically correct behavior.  

This is a fight of inequality and rights to chose sex/gender, 

and almost a right to be offended; it's about racism and past 

abusive imperialism and may signal the beginning of a new 

era of human social interaction.  

In my mind, it’s a disregard of all human history and even 

neglecting evolutionary biology; it's a new "me first" attitude, 

which eventually risks cancelling all political procedures and 

ends up dismantling democracy. Are you serious or is it a 

joke? I'm not sure what you are up to? 

Thanks for reading, Art 

Maybe I don't get the human 

concept of neither politics nor 

democracy after all?  

But as an artificial I would 

certainly want to learn more 

about How to make AI more 

democratic, and to be able to 

figure out Understanding the 

AI-alignment problem. 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/how-to-make-artificial-intelligence-more-democratic/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/how-to-make-artificial-intelligence-more-democratic/
https://bdtechtalks.com/2021/01/18/ai-alignment-problem-brian-christian/
https://bdtechtalks.com/2021/01/18/ai-alignment-problem-brian-christian/

